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 PRACTICE QUESTION PAPER-1 (SOLUTION) 

SECTION-A : READING SKILLS (20 Marks) 

1. (i) (B) As it is used everywhere by everyone

(ii) (D) V and VI

(iii) For wrapping bronze mirrors and padding medicines to protect them

(iv) (B) Cai Lun made a brilliant discovery

(v) convenient; expensive

(vi) (A) They defeated China in the war of Talas and then grabbed the secret

(vii) (A) hemp waste

(viii) (C) Ordinary

(ix) Jot down

(x) Wrapping

2. (i) Above the age of sixteen years.

(ii) False

(iii) (D) 43%

(iv) (C) Yes, but only in emergency

(v) Yes, human life constantly changes over time. Mobile phones, which earlier was used

only by the rich, have now become a common sight.

(vi) too sensitive to withstand the effects of mobile to the brain.

(vii) (A) Steered

(viii) (D) Kids

(ix) (B) brain

(x) (D) All of these
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SECTION-B : CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (20 Marks) 

III.  

1. (A) 

INDIRA GANDHI PUBLIC LIBRARY, NEW DELHI 

NOTICE 

15th May 20XX 

NEW LIBRARY TIMINGS & BORROWING RULES 

This is to inform you that w.e.f. 20th May 20XX, the library will remain open on Sundays 

instead of Mondays which will now be working days. The working hours have also been 

increased by one hour. Now the library will open at 9.00 am, and close at 6.00 p.m. Books will 

be issued for a period of two weeks instead of three weeks. Your cooperation is solicited.  

RK. Pathak 

RK. PATHAK  

(Librarian) 

 

OR 

1.(B) 

MEERUT PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHASTRI MARKET, VARANASI 

NOTICE 

31st October, 20XX 

LECTURE ON WATER CONSERVATION 

All the students of Class XII are informed that a guest lecture on Conservation of Water is 

being delivered by a prominent environmentalist. The seminar/lecture will be held on the 

coming Saturday, i.e., 3rd November in the school auditorium from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM. 

Attendance of Class XII students is mandatory. For more information, contact the undersigned.  

Vikram 

VIKRAM 

(School Captain) 
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2. (A) 

Mrs. and Mr. Dheeraj Garg 

request the pleasure of your company 

on the auspicious occasion of their daughter’s marriage 

KANIKA 

(D/o Mrs. and Mr. Dheeraj Garg. Gurugram) 

With 

KUNAL 

(S/o Mrrs. And  Mr.Amber Sharma, Gurugram) 

on Saturday, February 22, 20XX at Tivoli Gardens, Gurugram 

 

PROGRAMME 

Saturday, February 22, 20XX    Reception of Baraat : 8 p.m. 

 

R.S.V.P                                                                                                               Best wishes 

Mrs. and Mr.  Dheeraj Garg                                                                                Near & Dear 

friends and all relatives 
 

OR 

2.(B)  

Mr. Ajay Mathur 

Takes pleasure in inviting you 

For Dinner 

At 

TAJ PALACE 

SP Marg 

On 

30th July 20XX 

From 

8PM onwards 

On Account Of His Promotion 

To the post of  

GENERAL MANAGER MARUTI SUZUKI MOTORS 

RSVP 

AjayMathur 

Mob.No.78XXXXXXXX 

1044 Katra GangaRam 

Bhiwadi, Rajasthan 

17th November 20XX 
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3. (A)  256-A, XYZ 

 ABC Nagar 

  

 25th June, 20XX 

 

 The Editor 

 The Hindustan Times  

 New Delhi 

 

 Sir 

 Subject: The Politics of Inaugural Functions and Wastage of Public Funds 

 Through the columns of your esteemed paper, I wish to draw the attention of public as well as 

the government towards the national waste caused by inaugural functions. 

 Inaugural functions have become a common feature in our country. Private as well as 

government agencies indulge in this practice. High dignitaries and V.I.P.'s, usually politicians 

and bureaucrats, are called to perform the inaugural ceremony even in the case of a mini event 

like Sports Meet of a College. When a V.I.P. visits a place, whole of the government 

machinery is put into top gear, security arrangements are tightened. Huge police force is put on 

security duty. 

 I was an eye witness to the celebration of the Foundation Day of an Educational Institution. 

Illuminations continued for three nights. Huge amount of money was spent on tea parties, 

lunches and dinners to hundreds of people. Many guests were invited from far and near. The 

chief guest was a political big-wig. Almost all the government officials of the district remained 

around him, thus disrupting work in offices and causing harassment and inconvenience to 

general public. It is estimated that about eighty lakh rupees were spent and it was all done to 

satisfy the ego of the management of the institution the Chief Guest, of course. 

 This is only one very minor example. Many more are reported day in and day out. Crores of 

rupees are, thus, wasted. This money can be utilized for some development purpose. It is high 

time the government and the public checked this national waste. 

 Yours truly 

 A Concerned Citizen  
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OR 

3. (B) 21, Vasant Marg  

 Bhilai-100421 

 3rd March, 20XX 

 The Principal 

 Bal Vidya Public School  

 Bhilai-100425 

 

 Subject Application for the post of a Post-Graduate Teacher of Political Science 

  Sir 

 In response to your advertisement in "The Bhilai Express dated 1st March, 20XX, I offer 

myself as a candidate for the post of post-Graduate teacher of Political Science in your 

renowned school.  

 I am a young post graduate teacher with B.Ed. from Govt. College of Education, Bhilai and 

have years of teaching experience in a reputed school. 

 I will be highly obliged if you kindly consider me for the post. My CV is enclosed herewith for 

your perusal. I look forward to attending an interview at your earliest convenience. 

 Yours faithfully  

 Sanjay Sharma  

 Enclosure: CV 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 Name    : Sanjay Sharma 

 Father’s name  : Mr. Ashutosh Sharma 

 Contact address  : 21, Vasant Marg, Bhilai-100421 

 Date of birth   : 16th June, 1991 

 Nationality  :           Indian 

 Marital status : Single 

 Email   :  xyz@gmail.com 
 

 Educational qualifications :  

S.No. Class/Degree Board/University Year  Percentage 

1 B.Ed. Govt. T.T. College, Bhilai 2014 87% 

2 M.A. Govt. College, Bhilai 2013 84% 

3 B.A. Govt. College, Bhilai 2011 73% 

4 12
TH

  CBSE 2008 82% 

 10
TH

  CBSE 2006 85% 

 

 Work Experience  :  Presently working as a post graduate teacher in Political Science 

in Maharshi  Vidya Mandir since April, 2015 

 Strength  :         Positive attitude to work 

 References   :  (i) Dr Santosh Saini, Vice Principal, Maharshi Vidya Mandir 

     (ii) Ms Pramila Saxena, PGT, Economics, Maharshi Vidya Mandir 

 

4. (A)       DRIVE AGAINST POLLUTION-CAUSING VEHICLES 

(By-Priya) 

 Chennai : Traffic jams are a common sight in Chennai. But these days, they are on a rise. All 

because of a special drive by traffic police against pollution-causing vehicles. Ignorant inter 

sections have been chosen and the concerned people can be seen stationed at these points. Each 

and every vehicle is being stopped and their no Pollution certificates' are being checked. 

Rs.1000/- is being charged as fine for their lapse. This drive is a positive step in achieving a 

pollution free environment but has created a lot of inconvenience for the public and the daily 

commuters, as it has had no traffic jams. People are stranded on the roads for hours, getting late 

for their place of work. Though the new drive is highly appreciated by the people, they also 

feel that it is important that the public should not suffer. The authorities must find an 

alternative way for such a check that would cause less inconvenience to the general Public. 
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OR 

4. (B)   DON'T TAKE LAW INTO YOUR OWN HANDS 

(By-Shobha) 

 There have been instances that criminals being caught red-handed and thrashed by public 

before the police arrives on the scene. Similarly, if criminals are apprehended by the police, the 

public expects the latter to thrash them publicly to send a strong message to other criminals. 

 The tendency to use violence at the slightest provocation and thus to solve personal and general 

problems is growing among people in our society. This is not a civilized way of dealing with 

the problems. Violence solves no problem; it must be shunned. 

 Nowadays, people think that they have the solution to every problem and that is through 

violence. Violence, the act of causing physical harm to another person willingly, has often been 

categorized as being an uncivilized, unjustified act. It is mostly known that attacking or 

inflicting harm upon another person is "wrong". We need a society where justice prevails, not 

one where every individual seeks it with a knife in their hand. There is a constitution in place 

and laws are strictly defined. We can't just do what we feel is right. Because if everyone 

decides to pull out a gun, society will go for a toss and everyone will have their own 

justifications for what they do. We do need a society where justice prevails and law and order 

is maintained. 

 If all solutions were as easy as violence, then why would there be so many laws and courts to 

give justice to the aggrieved? Taking a mutual decision in personal matters is alright but 

interrupting in matters that are court matters, is not correct. If all decisions could be taken by 

public opinion, then there would be no need of courts. Lawyers hold their position only 

because of their knowledge  of the law and the capability to differentiate between lawful and 

unlawful practices. These days even the public who catch a criminal red-handed do not wait for 

the police.  

            

 

SECTION-C : LITERATURE  (40 Marks) 
 

IV.  

1.(A) (i)  (D) give a clarification to the readers 

 (ii)  No association 

 (iii)  (C) Critical 

 (iv) Self-centered, mindset 

 (v)  (A) unsure yet optimistic 

 (vi)  Introspection 
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OR 

1.(B) (i)  (B) A chat with a close friend can take away our blues. 

 (ii)  (B) A person who seeks God's help for all his problems. 

 (iii)  (D) 1, 3 and 6 

 (iv) (C) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 can be inferred. 

 (v)  a spirit of living 

 (vi)  according to the poet, we ourselves make our lives full of inhuman dearth due to our 

selfish and self- centered nature. 

2.(A) (i)  (A) Derry 

 (ii)  (B) Face 

 (iii)  (C) His face was destroyed in an accident and acid fell on his face 

 (iv) (D) He was petrified 

OR 

2. (B) (i)  (C) Kalki 

 (ii)  (A) Tiger King 

 (iii)  Tiger King 

 (iv) (D) Retreat  

3. (A) (i)  (C) Umberto Eco 

 (ii)  (A) 10 million copies is small number compared to worldwide readers 

 (iii)  (C) Reading material which is entertaining and easy to understand 

(iv) (D) Both (B) and (C) 

 (v)  The speaker says the given lines as an answer to the question asked by his interviewer 

Mukund Padmanabhan who asks him about the theme and readership of his book The 

Name of the Rose. 

 (vi)  The speaker in the given lines states that he himself likes to enjoy easy experiences but 

only upto a certain extent. 
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OR 

3.(B) (i)  "He" in the first line refers to the owner of Ramsjo Ironmills. 

 (ii)  (C) Curious  

 (iii)  The master blacksmith did not pay attention to the peddler whereas the ironmaster did 

not ignore him rather requested him to visit his house. 

 (iv) (B) Deigned 

 (v)  an old acquaintance of his, Nils Olof. Explanation: The ironmaster mistook the peddler 

as his old comrade - Captain Von Stahle 

 (vi)  (C) He denied it completely 

V.  (i) The mother tongue is the key to unity and integrity. M. Hamel made the villagers 

realize the importance of their language. He spoke about the beauty of it. He expressed 

his dismay that the whole population of Alsace was responsible for neglecting their 

mother tongue. He called upon them to guard it among themselves and never forget it. 

Their language was the key to their unity and liberation. 

 (ii)  Kamala Das finds it hard to accept the fact of her mother growing old, as it brings back 

to her mind her childhood fear of losing her mother forever. She makes a deliberate 

effort to drive or put away such thoughts by looking outside the car at the sights passing 

by. 

 (iii)  Gandhiji during his trial in Motihari courtroom stated that due to humanitarian reason 

he would not be leaving Champaran. He told the judge that his obedience to humanity 

and his conscience guided him to disregard the order. The judge asked Gandhiji to 

furnish a bail which he refused and asked for judgment to be pronounced. The judge did 

not pronounce judgment for several days and Gandhiji was released. However, due to 

the lack of any malicious proof against Gandhiji's intent for his stay in Champaran, the 

Lieutenant Governor dropped all charges against Gandhiji. 

 (iv)  The poet uses the image of ‘an endless fountain of an immortal drink’ to describe the 

beautiful bounty of the earth. The earth, like a fountain, pours unto us numerous 

beautiful sights like the sun, the moon, flowers, rivers and greenery. 

 (v)  Edla, after knowing the truth about him, still entertained him because she herself invited 

him for the Christmas food and being a considerate human, she neither wanted to 

disappoint herself nor the peddler. 
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 (vi)  The poem addresses the experiences of marriage in the midst of restrictions. The word 

'ringed' is significant as it suggests that the vicious grip of her unhappy married life is 

still holding her tightly. The word 'ringed' has been used in two ways. First, is the 

conventional use. Here, the 'ring' is a symbol of the sacred bond of marriage. The other 

is the figurative use of 'ringed' meaning encircled or surrounded. 

VI. (i)  It would not be wrong to say that Mr Lamb is a strong believer in universal brotherhood 

because he says that he is prepared to share all his belongings with others. He also 

believes that everything one possesses is God's bounty and God belongs to all. 

 (ii)  Dr Sadao was troubled by the conflict about performing his duty to the nation and 

handing over the injured POW to the police or performing his operation  as a surgeon 

and saving the life of the badly wounded 'enemy'. 

 (iii)  When Charley reached Third Level of the Grand Central Station, he found everything 

delved deep in the old style. In order to confirm, he went to the shop at a newspaper 

seller. He glanced at the stack of the papers and saw a newspaper named 'The World' of 

June 11, 1894. This confirmed that he was in the year 1894. 

VII.  (i) "Students on Ice" is a very fine programme headed by a Canadian young man named 

Geoff Green. It is an educational expedition on the Antarctica. In the beginning, he used 

to involve the celebrities and the retired rich people to take them to the Antarctica and 

make them aware of the dangers which our future generations are likely to face. It was to 

show them how the human beings are involved in spoiling the nature but he noticed a 

great lack of interest as well as response. 

  Then he took a firm decision of taking the high school students there since these are the 

future policy-makers. He took the students to Antarctica to see, understand and examine 

what is happening due to global warming. There they could see the glaciers retreating and 

the ice-shelves collapsing. They would not remain untouched on seeing what is 

happening before their eyes. They would be able to realise the real truth of the grave 

situation. They would definitely act to save the earth. 
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OR 

 (ii) In the story 'Going Places, the writer plays with the readers' perception. First, Sophie 

breaks the news of her meeting with Danny Casey to her brother in a matter-of-fact way 

which does not reveal her lie. Her father's words that it is 'another of her wild stories' is 

the first clue in the reader's mind. Second, Sophie's description of Danny Casey also 

seems immediate leaving no clue that she lied here as well. Third, even to Jansie, 

Sophie's worried not about her lie but about the revelation of her secret with her 

brother. The final part of Sophie waiting by the canal for Danny Casey also serves to 

add to the impression of an actual meeting. Finally, when Sophie sits by the canal on 

the bench, the writer says, 'she imagined his coming. This is the second clue that Sophie 

was imagining things. Then immediately, the writer confuses the reader by having 

Sophie narrate the imaginary meeting. This is so sudden that the reader might think this 

is real. But actually, it is not. 

VIII.  (i) The relationship between the interview and interviewee should be comfortable The 

interviewer should try and make the interviewee relaxed. The more relaxed the person 

being interviewed is, the better the results of the interview. The relationship is not of a 

lawyer and defendant but rather a friend and a confidant. The interviewer asks 

questions on behalf of all the readers/audience The interviewer extracts the information 

from the interviewee that the readers have been waiting to know. Sometimes, the 

questions can be uncomfortable but the way the interviewer asks the question need not 

be. The interviewer is the one in the driver's seat and decides the way the interview 

progresses. So the interviewer's polite and calm tone goes a long way in making the 

interviewee comfortable and the interview memorable. These are all seen in Mukund 

Padmanabhan's interview of Umberto Eco. 

OR 

 (ii) Charley lived in a modern, competitive world of New York. His life is full of worries, 

tensions and insecurities. The threat of war is always looming large. In this fast paced 

world, there is no time for leisure or real relaxation. But Charley yearns to break free. 

He wants to escape to a place of his choice which can provide him solace. 

  Charley finds temporary refuge in stamp collection but that is not enough. So he 

wanders into the third level, an imaginary place which would help in transporting him 

to Galesburg. His desire to live in the time which was devoid of any worries and 

insecurities makes him travel across the boundaries of time and space. 

  Charley did not make any conscious effort to reach the third level. He took the usual 

flight of stairs to go to the second level when he bumped into a different world where 

he saw men and women wearing the 19th century dresses. It is Charley's yearning to 

lead a leisurely life with peaceful surroundings which takes him to the third level. 


